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A cynic,” according to a character in Oscar Wilde's Lady
windermere's Fan, *is someone who knows the price of every
thing and the value of nothing.”

These are cynical times we're living In. Nothing does
more for investor confidence In a company than a round of
downsizing (read: throwing employees out of work). Stock
markets rise with national unemployment rates and fail when-
ever an Increase in average wages Is announced. The less being
paid out In wages and benefits, the current wisdom goes, the
better things are for the corporate climate. It's a sick kind of
logic that will increase the worth of your portfollo, but god
help you If you happen to be among the downsized or those
getting by on less than the average standard of living

The Market rules these days. There's no way to Justify
anything that can't pay Its own way in the world. Coach House
press, one of Canada's oldest and most highly respected liter:
ary publishers, closed its doors after a recent spate of govern-
ment cuts. The response of those In power was a shrug. If it
can't hold Its own in the Market, they announced, it hasn't got
aright to exist anyway Which brings to mind Mike Harris' com:
ment that social science programs such as History are produc-
Ing graduates who have no chance of making "meaningful” (e
financial) contributions to society.

More and more, that kind of reductionist thinking is
being applied by governments or every stripe to health care,
schools and universities, soclal security programs, public broad-
casting, the arts. We only have to look south of the border to
see where we're headed

20 million people in the United States have no health
insurance. Another 40 million don't have sufficient coverage
to get them through an extended or catastrophic iliness. But
oh well, that's the logic of the Market: survival of the richest.
The “wealth gap” in the US Is astronomical and expanding. Af-
ter experimenting with unsuccessful "workfare” programs,
most States have terminated welfare altogether. The mililons
of unemployed and underemployed Americans, presumably,
could find work if they really wanted to and have been left to
the care of the Market. My advice to them would be to keep
thelr heads down. The “invisible hand” can carry a pretty nasty
wallop.

Much of what has distinguished Canada's social fabric
from that of the United States In the last 50 years was based
on wilde's distinction between price and value. As a commu-
nity, we decided we couldn't afford to have a privatized health
care system that left whole sectors of soclety without cover-
age. A university education was too valuable to be avallable
only to those who could afford it. The hundreds of thousands
of children growing up In poor families were too precious a
resource to lose to poverty.

We seem to have changed our minds about all that. We
aren't citizens of a democracy anymore, we're simply consum-
ers In the global marketplace. You get what you pay for, noth-
ing more .

*A sentimentalist,” to quote the same Oscar Wilde play,
“Is someone who knows the value of everything, and the price
of nothing.” Neo-cons would say I'm just a bleeding heart. Maybe
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international trade agreements are Just
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said they'd be
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Gays and lesbians were practically invisible

P on campus In the early 70's. But that didn't
ag re e r mean they weren't enjoying themselves.
10 A history lesson by

Marney McDiarmid
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A'Amer Ather wields the sharp stick.

Crummey they're right, maybe all that matters Is the bottom line.
spends his free time Those who end up at the bottom, I'm sure, think differ-
reading prceless poetry ently
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OLD v ONTARIO RE LITTLE PIECE OF PROPAGANDA FR

F CAREFULLY $PUN ~ FAGTS

THAT PRESENT

SUBTLE FEAR MONGERIN:

F THE LYING ISN'T INFURIATING ENOUOH. THIS
ASK YOU HONESTLY THIN

UNHERD TAKES A CLOSER LOOK AT
THE HARRIS GOVERNMENT S TRACK
RECORD THAN THEY D LIKE

% OF ONTARIO VOTERS WHO DID NOT
VOTE FOR THE "COMMON SENSE
ReEvoLUTION 54

BILL 7 MAKES IT LEGAL TO
REPLACE STRIKING WORKERS
WITH SCAB LABOUR

% OF TORONTO VOTERS WHO VOTED
AGAINST THE MEGACITY. 70+

Yo OF ONTARIANS WHO SUPPORTED
THE TEACHER'S STRIKE AGA/NST
B 160 60

THE WAGE PROTECTION
PROGRAM IS SCHEDULED
FOR TERMINATION

THE MINIMUM WAGE IS FROZEN

“Open for Business” "We have never felt so positive about putting our money

back in the province of Ontario." Brian Johnston, Monarch Construction

@ Between September 1995 and March 1998,

2 A THIRD OF
341,000 net new private sector jobs were EMPLOYMENT
e STANDARDS.

*CoMMON SENSE REVOLUTION coea

INSPECTORS HAVE
OR WILL BE CUT.
THE WORKPLACE

HEALTH AND SaFETY

AGENCY I8
DISBANDED.
$8 2 MILLION Has

BEEN CUT FROM THE

WORKPLACE HEALTH

AND SAFETY BUDQET

JOB PROMISE 725,000 JOBS

@ The unemployment rate dropped from 8.8
percent in March 1997 to 7.4 per cent in
ESTIMATED REAL RATE OF UNEMPLOYMENT iN March 1998
CANADA (COUNTING DISCOURAGED WORKERS
AND UNDEREMPLOYED) 20%

@ The provincial income tax rate has been cut

by 22.4 per cent so far

46% OF CANADIAN FAMILIES MAKE )

LESS THAN $35.000 PER veAR @ A family of four, with both parents working

A 34% Tax cur L d . By

B $38 50 peR nowm and earning $60,000, has 1,030.00 more of is™ |
L ownmoney to spend ~ which means more

retail sales, more housing starts and, there-

A FAMILY OF FOUR WITH ONE
CHILD AT QUEEN'S PAYS AN
ADDITIONAL $700 IN YEARLY

PAN

ey @ More than 240,000 people

LA

More work for

have already participated in
one or more mandatory
acuviues

Man

1GIBLE FOR

~—“— Better opportunitles,
new skills, less welfare|

@ T'here are now in excess of
50,000 fewer people on

ELFARE

welfare than in June 1995 T manaSloo., vdependency,
5 TRAINING BUDGET \
. Ry T 8r $20 miLLoN OTAB
CE anc woRe FooD e ey ol s ]
MCDONALD S RESTAURANTS $46 MILLION IN JOB Link
Ly S ot A :
eyl
HOMELESSNESS IN URBAN CENTRES IN SERVICE MINISTRY'S BUDGET 3 4
ONTARIO HAS SKYROCKETED SINCE i

1995

@We will increase the
number of community

AVERAGE LENGTH OF TIME RECIPIENTS

gl st NTARIO
# OF PERMANENT JOBS SECURED BY WELFARE RECIPIENTS

THROUGH COMMUNITY SERVICE PLACEMENTS
BROCKVILLE WORKFARE PILOT PROJECT AS
MaRCH 1998 3

service placements

N THE

THE MOST EXHAUSTIVE STUDY OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE IN ONTARIO'S HISTORY FOUND THAT THERE WAS "OVER-
WHELMING EVIDENCE THAT THE VAST MAJORITY OF SOCIAL ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF ANY OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED TO THEM TO HELP ACHIEVE SELF-RELIANCE, WITHOUT BEING

COMPELLED TO DO SO " (TRANSITIONS  THE REFORT OF THE SOCIAL ASSISTANCE REVIEW COMMITTEE, MINISTRY
OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL SERVICES, | 988)

"Only excellence will ensure that all students...are able to realize
their full potential, aquire a life-long love of learning, remain
active participants in their communities and achieve whatever
goals they set.”

Capping class sizes,

aBACK-TO-

Ontano Government Throne Speech. April 23, 1998

BASICS approach

$ 1 BILLION CUT FROM SECONDARY SCHOOLS
. -

’ $400 MiLLION CUT FROM
Excellence in COLLEGES ‘i uiemirgen

reducation that will | # or vmes nie womos “Srucenr” ano
G ACHIEVEMENT APPEAR IN THE 200 PAGES
+Delp all QURCIIAreN| or e Eovcanon memoveseas acr s
B 160) 1 HE COST OF A UNIVERSITY EDUCATION
reach theirfull . f &« s ROSE BY 60% IN TWE FIRST 2 YEARS
;Botentlal b A OF HARRIS' MANDATE
5L b W # oF aPPEARANCES OF "CurRICULUM'

LEARNING'
Skiws” O

"TESTING”. "SPECIAL NEEDS"

COUNTRIES WHICH
DO NOT CHARGE TUIMION FEES

fore, more jobs.

@ 30 tax cuts will continue to case the tax

burden on both small business and
individuals.

THE OVERALL TAX BURDEN IN CANADA
1S BELOW THE AVERAGE OF OECD
COUNTRIES.

TUITION OVER TUITION RATES
FOR 1995/96

AS A RESULT OF PROVINCIAL
DOWNLOADING, MUNICIPAL

PROPERTY TAXES WILL
INCREASE DRAMATICALLY
ACROSS ONTARIO

STANDARDIZED TESTING AND STANDARDIZEOD

AUSTRIA, CZECH REPUBLIC. DENMARK

FINLAND, FRANCE. GERMANY, GREECE
REPORT CARDS WERE INTRODUCED WITH HUNGARY.. ICELEAND. IRELAND, MEXICO.

TEACHER SUPPORT BEFORE BILL | 60 wAs NORWAY, PORTUGAL. SWEDEN, THE

0 INTRODUCED NETHERLANDS. TURKEY. THE UNITED

I KINGDOM, BRAZIL. COSTA RICA




“"Safety in our community is more than the absence of injury.
We need to look at the culture of fear ~ —————
it Is simply unacceptable.” 'l D\l Presdent of CWENT

«

st Violence Evervwhere
«ating its Termination)

adians A

Steps to
PROTECT

communities and

i i EVERY STUDY OF THE PAST DECADE REVEALS THAT
crime victims SLENT CRIME RATES IN CANAGA ARE OECREASING
TeA OVERNMENT. UIKE ALL
! RIGHT WING PARTIES WELPS CREATE AND MAINTAIN
THE PREVAILING ULTURE OF FEAR' BY PROMISING
More safety MORE POLICE AND MORE PRISONS TO DEAL WITH

IDENCE OF VIOLENT
RevoLuTioN, P 8)

NCREAS
RiME" (C s

onour streets,
less violence in
our schools

r. @ \\c will do everything

i necessary to support law
enforcement officers who
protect our hives and safety
at the nsk of their own

ONTARIO

L— LecaL AD vas Beew cuT By
$130 mion

@ There will be greater
protecuion for victims of

domestic violence and
increased safety on urban
EMERGENCY SHELTERS FOR ABUSED streets and in our schools
WOMEN MAVE BEEN CUT BY 7 5%

MONEY FO SELLING SERVICES FOR PERPETRATORS
OF DOMESTIC ASSAULT TERMINATED

THE ONTARIO ASSOCIATION OF INTERVAL AND
ON HOUSES WAS TERMINATED ON THE FIRST DAY
OF WIFE ASSAULT PREVENTION MONTH. 1995

“"Not one cent out of health care.”
\like Harris on
Better emergency

the glcumn trail,
SERVICES,

more long-term
care and beds

ONTARIO S HEALTH BUDGET WAS
CUT BY $1 5 BILLION IN THE
Novemeem | 995 BUDGET

UNDER HaRRiS PLAN UP TO 38
HOSPITALS WiLL 8E CLOSED

THE ~NE/GHBOURS

w0 wawe sumonr aconces  Meeting'the needs
ooiania | MO TMEESEEE of 3 ¢changing and
aging population

HOMECARE

# oF KINGSTON
RESIDENTS WHO
SIGNED A PETITION
AGAINST THE
CLOSURE OF HOTEL
DiEu HOSPITAL

BiLL 26 DEREGULATES DRUG .
PRICES AND INTRODUCES USER s
FEES FOR SENORS S

THE HOME OXYGEN PROGRAM E 70.000

wAs CUT BY $ 10 MiLLON

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH OIJ II ‘u

PROGRAMS LOST $2 MILLION
Sources: Starnnes Canada, Ontaro Socul Sufers Network. Low Income Needs Coalition,
Ontario Coalinon \ganst Poveros. Canadun | ederanon of Srudenes, “The Common Sense
Revalunon”. Cenre for Policy Atematn o, Ontano Federation of Labour, Association of

Ontrnio Health Cenrres. Queens Universin Faculey Associanion

Our America,
Cousing

According to a report op It
internet, these are some of 1
"actual comments” left gpn ¢
ment cards provided at the ac‘
cess points to wilderness arga;
by the US Forest Service:

*A small deer came inty
my camp and stole my bag of Pick.
les. Is there a way I cap get
reimbursed? Please call.*

"Escalators would help on
steep uphill sections.*

“Instead of a permit Sys-
tem or regulations, the Foresy
Service needs to reduce worlg.
wide population growth to Timiy
the number of visitors to wil.
dernesses.”

"Too many bugs and Tleeches
and spiders and spider webs.
Please spray the wilderness t,
rid the area of these pests, *

“There are too many rocks
in the mountains.”

“The coyotes made too much
noise last night and kept pe
awake. Please eradicate these an-
noying animals.”

"A McDonald's would be
nice at the trailhead.”

A spokesperson for the
Ontario government refuses to
comment on rumours that several
of the above "comment cards" were
written by Premier Mike Harris
during recent vacations in the
United States.

Reprinted from The New Scientist No 2147

Day of Action Rolls
Through Kingston

The recent Day of Action in
Kingston was attended by either
10,000 (organizers' claim), 5,000
(police estimate) or hundreds
(local media dissing). i

During "non-sanctioned
bank protests early in the day,
three people were arrested af-
ter a skirmish with a bank em-
ployee. A police officer had
already warned protesters he
would *make something up” and
have them arrested if they re-
turned to the bank he was "serv-
ing and protecting.”

Sri Lank Ceylon, is an is™\

land of p, atthe tp of the Indian sub-con

tnent with a population of 18 million. ‘T he

Singhala majonity — constituting about 74% of

the total population- in addition t being the | ]
majornity, also believe that they are the sole right

ful inhabitants of the island and the protectors

of Buddhism. Singhala governments have not
only adopted various discriminatory policies in
language, education, employment ...‘5 land, but
also unleashed state sponsored violence against
the Tamils=20% of the total population-whose
history on this island dates back more than 2000

years. The first island-wide anu-Tamil riots
4 . 95 - . Z
crupted in 1956 1n response to a peaceful non Dr A J V Chandrakanthan
violent demonstration against the infamous
“Singhala Only” bill. There have been numer

ous racially motivated riots against Tamils with
the blessing of Singhala dominated governments
from time to time, and the riot of 1983 was the
worstof its kind, plunging the country into a full
fledged civil war. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eclam (LLTE) is the most popular and power
ful militant group fighting against the Singhala
dominated governments and forces for an inde
pendent Tamil homeland in the North-East part

of the country, known as Tamil Eclam, where

Q{ml\ have lived predominantly for centunie

A people who lived in Sri 2"
Lanka for 7 generations @50
were declared stateless.

cur
subjected to tortu
inhuman or degradin
When Sri Lanka was grarn

status,




l\l‘l\h.in[h)
Kumaraswamy, a teep.
aged high school studen

the earth centref,

check point and takey

away by army personng] alternative library

as she returned frop
school. When this news OPIRG - CUSEN -

reached her widoweq

mother, she went to fing
Komdamtry her daughter at ¢he a l ZStezs
nearby army camp with the help of . B
neighbour. None of the three ever returned N I 5 1
1 i d hm:;c. Several days later, their dead bodies GW nterndtlona lst
cial inquiries ar
d

¢ without any in were discovered among bushes. An investi.
aw.

4 he e x 1

y ven the massacre of Tamils held in custody 1 + eve. t the motherand 4
prisons were perpetrated with ctive connivance of  Barion revealed tha i <d d"’Fh'
state secur personnel. Amnesty International has re ter had been gang raped repeatedly before az l 1 l ‘ 1
corded such incidents in 1983 and in 1998. S

n the history of the oppression of the Tamils by the they were killed
Sinhala State, the worst historical episode began on
17th of October 1395 when a ntingent
armed personnel with a massive display of military pow
air, land and sea invaded the historic city of Jaffna.
the first time in their history, the Tamil population of a
halt million people fled the city to save their lives. The
most basic human rights of these people for life, shelter
food and clothing was denied by the very
claimed to the world they were fighting a war to liberate
these people. Nothing could be further from the truth.

Today the government of Sii Lanka is waging an unjust
war against these pecple not only by upgrading its military
machine but by subtle forms of cruelties that directly
affect children, the hand ed and the poor. Food and
medicines, the most fundamental among human needs and there-
fore rights are denied to these people. The International
Committee of the Red Cross, Save the Children Fund (UK)
Care International and other Humanitarian organizations
have drawn the attention of the world to the numerous
deaths caused by malaria, typhoid, tetanus, polio and other 130~

denying

Human Rights.
applied only aga
abrogated all legal and constitutional safeguards with re
gard to arrest, detention, protection against 3

nation and retrospec Iminality

to date and thousand:
elderly have been

The resources at the earth centre library offer fresh
perspectives on social and environmental issues.
Check it out when you need info for an essay, or
browse through our books and magazines for inter-
esting things to read in your spare time.

amil civilians taking refuge in a church

diseases which could have been prevented if the government it 1
had allowed the medicines to be taken into the war zome. (below) were killed when the building was V
: . S

e sad and painful fact 13 that the so-called “free ed by e ops.
world® kmows the real situation. But it does Rothing. Noth- bombed by government troops.
ing in particular to save the life of innocent children,
helpless women and men. An advocate of Human Rights cannot
speak or preach neutrality in a situation where the inno-
cents are subjected to arbitrary arrest, torture and death
or where the innocent are slowly killed by starvation, lack
of medical care and negligence. In such situations one
should stand with the victims. One should take the side of
the victims. Otherwise human rights language will become an
empty rhetoric like any other political promise. Devoid of
any touch with zeality human rights advocacy becomes shal-
low and empty |

This 1s what the Tamils of Sri Lanka ask. What have 7
the loud proclamations of the United Nations on Human Rights {4 s memamis
contributed toward the eradication of the brutality faced 3
by us daily? Did not Amnesty Ipternational state that those
eight Tamils shot and killed by the security forces and
buried at Thambalagamam in Trinco on the very day of Sri
Lanka’s 50th anniversary of independence (Feb 4th 1998
were born also to live and grow as humans? Why 1s the
government of Sri Lanka treating those visiting their own
in the Sinbala prisons as potential criminals? Visiting
prisoners in the rest of the world is encouraged as an act
of charity but in Sri Lanka it is a punishable crime.
Until the world confronts the stark reality in all
its painful dimensions we will be pushing papers about
Human Rights from one desk to another in the cozy buildings
of the United Nations -- far removed from the world of
suffering, agony and anguish. After attending the 50th
anniversary celebrations of the UN in New York, where she

y

The Earth Centre {s brought to you by. : g

Ontario Public Interest Research Group (OPIRG) = .. °
Canadian Unified Student Environment Netwark (CUSEN)
Students Taking Responsible Initiatives for a Viable Environment (STRIVE) -

successfully silenced the UN about Sri Lanka’s record of
endless Human Rights violations, Sri Lanka’s President
boasted, "No Head of State before me has done what I have
done.” And the Foreign Minister, who worked as a lawyer in
Geneva in the 1980's defending the rights of Tamils, now
sings the same chorus as the President while Human Rights
violations of every shape and colour soil the 1sland with

fuman blood- pye A |V Chandrakanthan is a Professor of Theology
ac Conconda University in Montreal.




We really hate to say we told ya so,

but we

emember the Free Trade debates that were carried on

in Canada 1in the last 15 years or so? Remember the

warnings from anti-free traders about loss of na-
tional sovereignty, about losing democratic freedoms to
laissez-faire market bureaucrats? There were dire predic-
tions about our national cultural heritage being swal-
lowed whole by the American elephant, about our ability to
create and uphold environmental legislation that infringed
on foreign companies’ right to make profits. At the time,
pro-free traders dismissed those of us with concerns as
“conspiracy threorists,” or backwater lefties afraid of
the “real” world.

Well, we hate to say we told ya

told ya soO

I'ine Pring:

T'ormer 'l'ory

cabinet minister

John Croshie,

after sponsoring the
origmal FTA before
Parlament, admitted he
hadn't read i all,

The three member panel appointed
to deal w disputes and Chapter | |
Igation through NAFTA s supposed
to "farty” represent the interests of bott

nations involved in tt
country appo
panel, and the third is agr upon b
the two. Fair enough Lets skip, for the

o

moment, the fact that none of these
appointees are accountable in any way
to the aitizens of the countries involved
and the fact that the panel operates in
complete secrecy, and that its decisions
cannot be appealed. At its root, this
system is skewed in favour of ruling on

behalf of corporate interests, First of
¥

all, the country representing the
wronged” corporation invanably ap
p
sympathetic to the company’s argu

s someone they are sure will be

ments, And it exerts enormous pres

sure to ensure that the agreed upon
third party thinks similary. If the two
countnes are unable to agree upon said
third party, the responsibility for filling
out the committee falls to the World
Bank. Did you say "unelected, unac

countable laissez fare market bureau
crats’ boys and girls? Since the Second
World War, the World Bank has been

The UnDemocratic Laissez-Faire-Market-Bureaucrat
Dispute Resolution Panel.

the chief international force behind
pressunng governments to deregulate
economies, open up markets to for
eign “competition.” and decrease
innefficent” social and environmental
legislation and spending. If a country
involved in a dispute under NAFTA
sees the writing on the wall and re
fuses to participate or appoint anyone
to the resolution panel. the World Bank
does the job for them, There s Iittle
doubt that this skewed “dispute reso
lution” mechanism had much to do
with the Chretien government's about
face on Bill C-29

so, but...

Recently Canada's parliament
passed Bill C-29, or the Manganese-
Based Fuel Additive Act. MMT is a fuel
additive created and pushed by Vir-
ginia based Ethyl Corporation. It has
already been banned in Europe and in
California because of mounting evidence
that MMT is harmful to children, older
people, and those suffering from res-
piratory ailments. It also damages cata-
lytic converters, increasing the amount
of harmful substances emitted by ve-
hicles. The US Environmental Protec-
tion Agency forbid MMT being marketed

Corporation of
as a gasoline additive in the United Virginia .
States. As Leader of the Opposition,

Jean Chretien referred to MMT as “an insidious neuro-
toxin.” Five years later, his government introduced, and
parliament approved, Bill C-29 which banned the
tranportation or importation of MMT.

In response, Ethyl Corp, which stands to lose a ton

A government bill
approved by the
Parliament of
Canada has been
vetoed by Ethyl

banning MMT. Neither will countries in the European Union.

Whether MMT 1s as harmful as studies suggest it could
be 1s not the real issue in this particular instance. What
1s at 1ssue 1s the sovereign right of a country to protect
1ts citizens from being used as guinea pigs until such a
time as 1t 1s proven how dangerous MMT really is. Innocent
unt1l proven guilty is a fine 1dea in criminal cases, but
when dealing with a potentially harmful chemical and the
health of millions of people, guilty until proven innocent
would be a much saner way to approach the issue. The onus
should be upon Ethyl to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that
MMT is not a neurotoxin. Instead, Canadians will be exposed,
against the wishes of 1its government, to a substance that
most scientific studies agree will be harmful to the envi-
ronment and our health.

All of which should give us reason to pause when our
government begins negotiating further “free trade” agree-
ments like the Multi-Lateral Agreement on Investment (MAT) .
You may have heard some conspiracy theorists and backwater
lefties warning about 1t in the last year or so. Under

"The Canadian government
and Parliament, whether
cerain, uncertain, or
mndifterent, has the

AN power to "\\\
whatever Taws it wishes.
At least, that had been
the case”

~tormer Tory msider
Dalton Camp

"Some of our lcading
NEUrotoxIc scientists,
as well as studics and
documents from medical

i / B f M
of cash as its markets for MMT dry up, sued the government schools and universitics, ,\ Nexican community proposi: wordhx;lgt oL thachAT private fco;por;;tmns wowg
for $347 million through o X 2 recently foreed a California enjoy the rig O sue any government of the nations o
9 ugh a process established in NAFTA in addition to other the OECD for financial injury to their business caused b
Chapter 11. The case, if it went forward, wouldn’'t have S . line i company to shut down a Jury I3 Y
gone before a Canadian court, but before an appointed msl!lulmn\, outline in tonie waste dump after an any law, past, present or future. Apologists state that such
anel of three members. The decision of the pan detail the truly horrific environmental impact clauses ex1st‘on1y to protect companies from 1llegal or
P e panel cannot J unjustifiable "protectionism”. The MMT fiasco, however, shows
be appealed and its procedures and arguments are conducted effects thatallowing — assevsment discovered it was ]d fferent : . ’ :
in private. Not exactly democracy in action (see box next the continued use of sited over a sensitive under- Y8 1'rnsierelas‘t round of MAI negotiations ended in disarray
page) . this neurotoxin wround alluvial stream. The £
n
Acting on advice of lawyers who suspected the gov- could have on corporation has brought a tgazl;:ralplgfetste 1t"1r:;gnttroletshl:rgzﬁ;wrgiimi’:%13"03225\15‘191M:;
ernment could not win a decision before the NAFTA panel he.C: i le." $97 million Chapter 11 sunt o 5 :
the Chretien liberals killed Bill C-29 writing a lettely‘ the Canadian people. Bt pte will be back, in one form or another, because every major
’ a6t ~then opposition leader wamst the government of Multi-national in the world wants something like it in place.
of apology to Ehtyl, and paying them nearly $20 million Pr
2 o Mexica, For our own good, we should all be watching for it.

In light of this turnabout, it is instructive to remember Jean Chretien

that the State of California will not be sued by Ethyl for This article typset in corporate mono. Think about it.




It wasn't easy being gay at an
Institution that either
labelled you "mentally 11l

or rendered you totally
Invisible.

e first few Fnday nights of Septem
ber 1976 found Harvey Brownstone
hiding in the bushes (t was his sec-

ond year at Queen’s Uniersity, and he
had returned from his summer deter
mined to find a safe place to explore his
sexualty. “Early that fall | must have made
adeasion,” he recalls, “this was , | just
can't take it anymore!”

He saw an ad in the Queen's Jour-
nal publicizing the Queen's Homophile
Assocation’s weekly drop-ins and “so | hid
really, across the street from the QHA on
a few Fnday nights to see what kind of
E)ople were going in there and they all

ked quite normal.” After at least two

successive Frdays spent in the bushes,
Harvey mustered up the courage to cimb
the front steps of the Grey House and at
tend his first QHA meeting. At that meet
ing, Harvey openly dedlared hrs sexuality
for the first tme in his Iife, oesmmg apro-
cess that has led him to a deep seated
acceptance and pnde in his sexuality.

Before the Queen's Homophile
Assocation (now the Lesbian/Gay/Brsexual
Assocation) was established in the mid-
seventies, there was no public
acknowledgement of the presence of gays
and lesbians at Queen's. While some
people describe the university as an open
environment and felt secure enough in that
tolerance to walk the campus as openly
gay men, others articulate a deep seated
anxety, the feeling of constantly negotiat
ing hostile temtoma

Itwasn't that the environment on
@mpus was explictly anti-gay; rather the
over Iming presence of msttutionalized
heterosexualtty erased the possibiltty of any
“alternative Ifestyles”. Queen’s University
m the late 1960s and 1970s was a hotbed
of heterosexualty. Claims Harvey, It was
the 70s, sex was a big deal, drnking and
drugs were a big deal and | was unpre
pared for that much heterosexuality hit
ting me in the face. | really was. | remem-
ber distinctly feeling so left out, so lonely
and so solated because everywhere

around me

| lived in residence,
Brockmngton Hall, everywhere around me,
the entire object of the game was to have
sex, was to have as much sex as you could

get". Living in residence surrounded by
other students compounded the pressure
to engage in this fevered coupling and the
intimacies of communal Iving provided
Ittle room for “secret Iives.”

Harvey's descnption of his life in
residence reveals how systemic oppres-
sion, in this case in the form of compul-

N

Marney McDiarmid revisits
gay alumni and the Queen's
campus of the early '70s.

| extreme bigotry against homosexuality in

order to achieve its goal of instituting the
heterosexual couple as the sine qua non
of personal success and social stability. ™
Queen’s, an extensive social
framework was predicated on the notion
of heterosexual coupling A plethora of
socal occasions, semi-formals, dances,
house parties and dninking at the bars,
were organized with the main purpose of
providing a possibiltty for sex. Heterosexual
desire was a defining as| of construc-
tions of masculinity and femininity. Acquir-
|r;ﬁemas(uhmty was dependent on loosiny
“the big V" and subsequently “getting laid
as much as possible
“Imean it was sort of every man's
goal,” dlaims Keith, “guys proving to each
other they were guys. It worked by ev-
erybody having a girifnend and sleeping
together, and spending a lot of ime dnink-
ing.” Feminintty involved articulating het-
erosexual desire while negotiating the
tenuous line between virgin and whore.
Heterosexualtty, therefore, played an im-
portant role in gender identity and sexual-
ity. With the system around them institu-
tionalizing their excluswity, gay men and
lesbians did not have to encounter explic-
itly anti-gay sentiments in order to feel that
their sexualty was deviant, amoral, queer.
Conforming to heterosexist con-
structs of masculinity and femininity was

sy et also a
i Queen's in the late 1960s  itquinz
2= and 1970s was a hotbed 2"5;3‘,““;'2
whoden of heterosexuality.  prove i
lah: no;)r:vn ;p:( (lg‘ atlg

Theonst Manana Valver defines compul-
sory heterosexuality as “the ideology and
social practice that pushes properly
gendered women and men into couples
and makes them beleve this is a free
choice. [t must be emphasized that com.
pulsory hetergsexualty need not rely on

type of man or woman. Queen's has a
long standing reputation for being an elftist
unwerstty, steeped in a highbrow Anglo
Saxon tradition that encourages extensive
r)alnlmal lines of alumni. The distinguished
looking limestone bulldings, draped in vy
and settled in amongst graceful green

lawns, stand like wealthy white women
d in thick furs, the heavy scent of
their perfume (OY\VCHH%SMYHS and power.
Harvey, alienated also by his Jewish fath
describes
Queen’s as a
conserva-
:revzsdtool Ev-
eryone was
white - these
kids were
wasp, white
wonder bread
lds who were
raised by up
per middle
class parents. | remember | was the only
fod in my class who worked in the sum-
mer. The rest of them were going to Eu
rope. they were traveling, they were do
ing exating, romantic, exotic things and
they couldn't believe that | was working in
asteel company over the summer to help
pay for my school.™ Interestingly, many
of the male narrators who were involved
in the QHA came from working class,
working poor, and/or rural backgrounds
For many of them, their class background
provided further basis for feelings of alien
avon. Claims Keith, “I was a kd from a
rural highschool and | sensed most of the
| lved with were city kids. There were
some other kids with rural backgrounds
but | could see how they were all viewed
and treated and | didn't want to be treated
that way. | think | over compensated want-
ing to be one of the guys. | didn't try to
hide form my rural background, 1 just
wanted to fit in....| guess it was a feeliny
that | had to prove myself in that crowd ™
Playing the game of heterosexualtty was a
means of acquinng status and, therefore,
for working class narrators, coming out
could mean losing both heterosexual prvi-
lege and class status
This sense of negotiating hostile
territory often persisted even after narra-
tors “came out” to friends and acquain-
tances without suffening negative conse
quences. Very few narrators encountered
v;s tive responses from indwiduals they
told, and were often pleasantly surprsed
by their friend's openness. In some cases,
r, the acceptance encountered by
narrators was not based on a real under-
standing and recognition of sexual differ-
ence, but rested instead on ignorance
about what being gay or lesbian meant and
asense of securtty In the continuing hege-
mony of heterosexuality. Recalls Maureen,
My best friend at university was a straight
woman and | felt comfortable enough with
her to tell her that | was a lesbian and we
both sort of examined that and we both
thought what an odd thing that was to be
Neither of us knew what that meant ex
aﬂy ** Once Maureen fell in love with
and established a physical and emotional
relationship with another woman, she

began telling women in her residence
about her sexualty Maureen's descnption
of this process surprised me had as
sumed that a lesbian in a girls residence

Queers did not have to
encounter explicitly anti-gay
sentiments to feel their
sexuality was deviant.

would be perceved as a wolf in sheep's
clothing. When | voiced my surprise,
Maureen responded

hat's the narveté, see w I lved
n Chown hall men were only d down
stars. you could only have a man up
stairs between two and four on a Sunday
and there was a woman d arrs at the
desk and a man who more ss enforced
those rules, but there was ught given
to the fact that women could be nvolved

with each other - it was this 'keep the men

away from the women' mentality. 0 actu

ally, women’s residence was a great place
to meet other women, or girfs s we were
called then, right it was pre-feminism [we)

went around you know um i disarray, hal

clothed and there was no suspicion that
there would be lesbians around because
surely a lesbian was a mentally ill person
ond you would be able to spot one a mile
away, you would know such a person and
there weren't any in Chown halll We were
Chownie brownies in those days. We had
buttons “Chownie Brownies” and it was all
incredibly innocent. The fact that we were
lesbians. .. of course we snuck around at night
to sleep together, you had ths Iittle narrow
bed that squeaks and thss little room. So |
don't think the fact that we were lesbians
alerted people to the fact that we might be
sleeping together and we didn't, | mean we
had sex but we always tptoed back to our
own room in the morming But it wasn't @
problem maybe because it was so hidden
back then it was more of a novelty than a
threat and maybe because we were women
- nobodly took women very senously in those
days anyway so the fact that two girls might
have a crush on each other may have been
dismissed as unimportant or not something
that would last.*

Maureen’s narrative reveals how
the constructions of femininity and hetero-
sexualtty that bound women's sexualtty to
the desire of men and imited women's
sexual agency to the virginwhore di-
chotomy erased the potential for sex be-
tween women. Although this belief sys-
tem was one aspect of the systemic op-
pression that created a feeling of alienation
amongst lesbian narrators, Maureen and
her lover were also able to use this ideol-
ogy to create physical space for their de
sire, utilizing people’s ignorance to sneak
hot nights of sex while residence desk
clerks guarded their bodies from male in-
truders. The pervasive notion of the ho-
mosexual as mentally ill also worked to
make Maureen’s desire more benign
Maureen and her lover were nice, normal
girls, the exact opposite of psychiatry's

. sexual devants - even though they said
| they were lesbians, they didn't look or act

like lesbians. Thus their connection to each
other was deemed benign, and enabled
them to carry on a public love affair that
remained invisible to the heterosexual

| majortty.
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the future. Community
currencies may or may
R o not be a part of it.

@ A'Amer Ather has seen

S

| |

about the people marching, slo

gan chanting, placard waving,
window-smashing, pepper spraying,
egg-throwing, police arresting pro-
tests we've seen under the banners
of anti-Liberal, anti-Harris, anti-MAl
demonstrations. These are the skir
mishes of a larger campaign against
the neo-con, blue-liberal, rignt-wing,
greed driven, neo-liberal, Dickensian,
version of an old, but new, Capital
Ism. The big, smelly behemoth with
the ‘C’ tattooed across its forehead
Ignores all demands and makes no
concessions. It stomps on tattered
lines of resistance with self-righteous
glee.

Let'stalkaoouloroxests Let's talk

Despite the successes of

large groups of people could effect
positive change In the face of overtly
hostlle political agendas. South
Africa's recent eradication of formal
apartheld, as superficial as it might
seem to some, Is a similar testament
to the force of humanity’s unwaver-
Ing hope and commitment In the
face of significant odds. But why
can't one challenge capitalism In the
midst of rampant corporate rapa
ciousness and market totalitarian-
ism?

The key difference between
then and now lies In the essence of
the struggle. On national television,
in stark black and white, the civil
rights movement showed white
America the Inhumanity of its politi-

twentl- cal system.
eth cen . Everyday
m%5Y contemporary conflicts s oe
mouts  lack the raw material  fo cous
?u:nelr'\g WhICh made the om(anr\e:aeh’;\;ﬁ
repus. civil rights movement  suffer oreat
Cerean 5o successful. 3t the nands
forms of enfo 'ecaem(
discrimi- ment offic-

nation, the odds that activist move
ments In the nineties will successfully
resist capitalism's new globalization
are siim to nil. Yet, like Sisyphus De-
hind his boulder, people and commu.
nitles continue to organize and
march

Why? Perhaps the dramatic
successes of the civil rights and fem-
nist movements demonstrated that

ers upholding unjust l1aws for so long.

Contemporary economic
based political conflicts lack the ba-
sic raw material which made the civil
rights movement so successful. Of
course one can find Instances of
capitalism’s Inhumanity. Of course
one can point to countiess domestic
and International human tragedy sto-
ries resulting from the economic poll-

cles of G7 nations. The key lles In the
different Justifications for different
policies Our general discomfort with
explicit discrimination makes the
foundation for clearly discriminatory
laws less tenable over time. But the
Justifications
for NAFTA, the
MAI, deficit re

Scoon, M. ET THE BEASTROAM =55,

on a bank, a factory or some other

employer to earn the cash to partic/

pate In an economy. One can sell

goods or services directly to another

participating member In exchange
for the local currency.

Al

though

the cur

f f
ment austerity AND DAMN THE Commu
res, ty ex
?ﬂgaﬁiff&, aor; NOBLESSE OBLICE ?;;nge

pear to come

down to ques

tions of math,

efficlency and competitiveness. De
spite the cynical exploitation of these
notions for particular political agen.
das, they are not as obviously or Nox.
lously discriminatory as apartheid

Contemporary activist move.
ments will never shame the voting
public with the Inhumanity of Its po-
litical system because most people
are willing to belleve the political sys-
tem s merely responding to the dic
tates of the economy. And the
economy of course Is subject to Its
own Immutable laws of supply and
demand

So, If one’s economic-related
activism cannot shame the majority
Into action, then one Is left to tackle
the capitalist beast head-on. And we
know how that tactic ends

A growing number of com.
munities are attempting to side-step
the beast by establishing community
barter-exchange projects. Local Em
ployment/Exchange and Trading Sys
tems (LETS), Time Dollars and HOURs
currencies are spreading through
North America and the world offer:
Ing a renewed vision of community
enrichment, political engagement
and economic Independence

The ‘barter-exchange’ label
given to these contemporary com-
munity economic Initiatives may cre-
ate an Inaccurate perception of the
proverbial ‘olden days’ where one
farmer traded two goats for
another's cow. Modern ‘barter-ex-
change' networks, like money based
economies, use a system of currency
units (the one In Kingston uses a pa
per currency known as the HOUR)
where units are earned from one
person and spent with another.

Community  ‘barter-ex-
change’ systems alm to facilitate eco
nomic activity in areas suffering from
recessions, government cutbacks or
corporate downsizing.

By having communities cre
ate their own local currency, people
challenge the monopoly that various
coerclve institutions have in granting
access to a means of exchange. So,
one does not have to be dependent

systems

leave

much to
be desired (In terms of their size, ac
tivity and diversity), their strength
Illes in showing us an alternative
model of political activism. We need
to consider other models because,
simply put, the beast wlll not stop for
us. The long struggles to create a hu
mane economy, with appropriate
redistributive mechanisms and pro-
tective regulations, were casually dis
missed by Western governments
over a remarkably short time span.
History shows that few positive
changes remain unchallenged and
the struggle to protect the “just so
clety” leaves many veteran activists
demoralised, burned-out or cynical.

Community exchange sys
tems promise people a very practi-
cal way of opting out of the tradl
tional centre-margin paradigm with-
out having to move to a commune.
Exchanging goods and services with-
out the interventions of governing
Institutions or private capltal, using
a community currency that Is of the
community and for the community,
Is the political equivalent of saying
‘we don't want to be a part of your
club. we'll start our own'

Quite possibly, local eco
nomic systems, like so many devel
opment projects before it, will fizzle
out. But the feelings of community
spirit and political-economic Inde-
pendence that are engendered by
such Initiatives shouldn't be ignored.
And, unlike more traditional political
victories, once established, such feel-
Ings can never be swept aside by the
long brush of a sweeping DIIl. It Is
time for a serlous evaluation of the
ways In which Individuals, communi-
ties and community groups allocate
thelr energles in overtly political ac-
tivities. Let the beast roam and damn
the noblesse oblige of ‘progressive
governments and enlightened vot-
ers. Let the smelly thing maraud
through the landscape because, In Its
sloppy wake, there will be enough
raw material for people to forge a
new life.
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